
 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Saint Christine’s Parish 

Marshfield, Massachusetts 

  



Pope Francis  has called us to engage in 
this global dialogue at this particular 
moment in the Church’s life for a very 
specific reason. It is not to solve one 
specific issue or revise a piece of 
doctrine. It is to regain our ability to 
listen, to demonstrate the 
interdependence of our respective 
journeys of faith, and remind us that the 
Holy Spirit is “at work in every place and 
time.” (from Adsumus Sancte Spiritus) 
The “Synod on Synodality: Communion, 

Participation, and Mission” is a two-year process of listening and dialogue beginning in 2021 and concluding in 2023. 

Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is precisely this 
path of synodality which God expects of the Church in the third millennium.” This journey, which follows in the wake 
of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task: by journeying together 
and reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will be able to learn through her experience 
which processes can help her to live communion, to achieve participation, to open herself to mission. (Courtesy of 
USCCB). 

It is especially important that this listening process happen in a spiritual setting that supports openness in sharing as 
well as hearing. For this reason, you are encouraged to root the local experience of the Synodal Process in meditation 
on Scripture, the liturgy, and prayer. In this way, our journey of listening to one another can be an authentic 
experience of discerning the voice of the Holy Spirit. Authentic discernment is made possible where there is time for 
deep reflection and a spirit of mutual trust, common faith, and a shared purpose. 

The preparatory Document reminds us of the context in which this Synod is taking place – a global pandemic, local 
and international conflicts, growing impact of climate change, migration, various forms of injustice, racism, violence, 
persecution, and increasing inequalities across humanity, to name a few. In the Church, the context is also marked by 
the suffering experienced by minors and vulnerable people “due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power, and the abuse 
of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated person”.1 With all this being said, we 
find ourselves at a crucial moment in the life of the Church and the world. The covid-19 pandemic has made existing 
inequalities explode. At the same time, this global crisis has revived our sense that we are all in the same boat, and 
that “one person’s problems are the problems of all.”2 The context of the covid-19 pandemic will surely affect the 
unfolding of the Synodal Process. This global pandemic creates real logistical challenges, but also offers an 
opportunity to promote the revitalization of the Church at a critical time in human history, when many local Churches 
are facing various questions about the path forward. 

In the midst of this context, synodality represents the path by which the Church can be renewed by the action of the 
Holy Spirit, listening together to what God has to say to his people. However, this journey together not only unites us 
more deeply with one another as the People of God, it also sends us out to pursue our mission as a prophetic witness 
that embraces the entire family of humanity, together with our fellow Christian denominations and other faith 
traditions. More information will follow as soon as our parish plans are finalized. 

                                                           
1 Francis, Letter to the People of God (20 August 2018)  
2 Pope Francis, “Address,” Ceremony Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops. 



Thank you for your understanding and your prayers as we journey through this process together.

 
Fundamental questions for consultation of the People of God: 

1. How is this “journeying together” happening toda
2. What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying together”? 

(Preparatory Document, 26)  

Our Time Together
Dates for Listening Sessions

April 24th after the 11 am Sunday Mass

Thursday May 12th 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday May 24th 10 a.m.

DEADLINE FOR ALL FORMS IS MAY 29

Online parish link: 
www.saintchristines.org

Thank you for your understanding and your prayers as we journey through this process together.

God Bless You 
-Father Mario Guarino

Fundamental questions for consultation of the People of God:  

How is this “journeying together” happening today in your local Church? 
What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying together”? 

 

Our Time Together 
Dates for Listening Sessions 

after the 11 am Sunday Mass 

6:30 p.m.  

10 a.m.    

DEADLINE FOR ALL FORMS IS MAY 29th! 

www.saintchristines.org  

Prayer to the Holy Spirit said at every 
session of Vatican II. 

Thank you for your understanding and your prayers as we journey through this process together. 

God Bless You and Keep You! 
Father Mario Guarino 

St. Christine’s Parish 

What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our “journeying together”? 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit said at every 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2014 Pope Francis quoted a maxim from the early Church: Quod omnes tangit ab omnibus tractari debt 
(What touches all must be discussed and approved by all), . . . only after listening to the voice of the people 
should the synodal process continue through the bishops, who act as guardians, interpreters and witnesses of 
the faith of the whole Church, which they need to discern carefully from the changing currents of public 
opinion.” Listening is the key, according to the Pope. He prayed to the Holy Spirit that the Synod Fathers be 
given the gift of listening, “to listen to God, so that wityh him we may hear the cry of his people; to listen to his 
people until we are in harmony with the will to which God calls us.” 

This is the overall context for why we are being encouraged to voice our thoughts on how life, vision, and 
process are (or are not!) being engaged in, on the levels of parish, diocese, and Church Catholic. Most of us 
don’t think of our having any impact on the last – after all, “everyone” knows that “Church Catholic” means 
hierarchy, right! But this is wrong, wrong, wrong.  The purpose of the “Synod on Synodality” is exactly to lead us 
to understand that listening to the voice of lay persons is crucial for who and what we are as Church (or another 
way of saying the People of God). 

The preparatory phase is the first phase and one that we are in now. Theologian John O’Malley sums up the 
International Theological Commission’s document and it support for synodality in remarking, “. . . . It explicitly 
states, moreover, that the “participation of the faithful is essential at every level.” 

The new format for synods was introduced by Pope Francis for every diocese in 2021 in preparation for the 
synod in 2023. Every diocese is expected to participate: this is key to having the views of the laity expressed, 
documented, and presented to the Synod Secretariat in preparation for the next phase. It is now time for us to 
be heard! Please pray to the Holy Spirit to guide us in the journey. 



St. Christine’s Parish Synodal Questionnaire Recording Form 
All Responses will remain anonymous! 

Themes of Feedback Please use bullet points to capture themes or particular quotes that you want to 
record in the box after the questions labeled A. If you want to indicate something repeated, please indicate 
with a (#) after the theme. Circle the number that most expresses your opinion on statements labeled B. 

Topic 1: Joys and Concerns about the Church from the people of God 

1. A. What fills you with joy about the Church? 

 

 

B. I always experience joy in the Church. 

2. A. What concerns do you have about the Church? 

 

 

B. I have serious concerns about the Church. 

 

3. A. What persons or groups are left on the margins, expressly or in fact? 

 

 

B. I/We feel left out and marginalized in the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 



Topic 2: Listening Aspect of the Church 

4. A. In what ways or moments has the Church encouraged you to speak up? How does the Church 
listen to you or hear what you are saying? 

 

 

B. The Church has encouraged me to speak up and has listened to what I say. 

 

5. A. How are the Laity, especially young people and women, listened to? 

 

 

B. The Laity especially young people and women are listened to. 

 

6. A. When and how do we manage to say what is important to us? 

 

 

B. We are given opportunities to say what is important to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. A. How can the Church create greater opportunities for people to be heard? 

 

 

B. I would like to have greater opportunities to be heard. 

 

Topic 3: Accompaniment/Journey 

8. A. How can the Church help you and others to grow in your relationship with Jesus and your 
relationship with the Church? 

 

 

B. I am looking for help from the Church to grow in my relationship with Jesus and the Church. 

 

9. A. What can the Church do to support people on their faith journeys? 

 

 

B. I and others are looking for help from the Church on our faith journeys.  

Topic 4: Dialogue in Church and Society 

10. A. What experiences of dialogue and shared commitment do we have with believers of other 
religions and with non-believers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B. I have had experiences of dialogue and shared commitment with believers of other religions as 
well as with non-believers. 

Topic 5: Authority/Discerning and Deciding 

11. A. How is authority exercised within our particular church and by what procedure and methods 
do we discern together and make decisions? 

 

 

B. In our Church, authority, procedures, methods, and decisions are discussed and discerned 
together. 

12. A. How and with what tools do we promote (or fail to) promote transparency and accountability? 

 

 

B. Our Church has methods and tools that promote transparency and accountability. 

 

CIRCLE YOUR AGE:   16 – 30;   31 – 50;   51 65;   66 – 80;   80+ -   . 

All questionnaires and Reports from Listening sessions are due by May 29th. If you are 
registered parishioners, you will be receiving a questionnaire in the mail. They may be 
mailed or placed in boxes at the doors of the church when completed. If you are not 
registered, you may download the questionnaire at www.saintchristines.org and mail it or 
place it in the boxes at the doors of the church. Thank you for your support! 

Bishop Ullathorne to John Henry Newman: “The Laity? Who are they?” 

Newman: “The Church would look foolish without them?” 

 

 


